THE IDEAL AND THE REVOCATION
also lived it and experienced it. First of all, one must realise that each minority problem is different from the other. Hence there is no model or pattern to go by, even though equality of right may and ought to be demanded from the majority. But to grant and administer that right in practice is not such an easy matter.
"According to the traditional custom it would be out of place for me as President to speak of the various German minorities in relation to Germany; but I may at least make a few brief remarks on this question from the standpoint of political geography. As a result of its development, Germany is in the peculiar position of having German minorities in the countries that border on it. Switzerland, France, Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Bohemia, Poland, Hungary, Austria, are now national States with small minorities. One need not fear denationalisation; for they can devote themselves to the care of their own economic and cultural interests. The Anschluss would be no advantage to them. It must be acknowledged that many leading writers and statesmen in Austria consider Austrian mentality and spiritual outlook as so different from the North-German that, not only in the interests of Austria